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The technology transfer engine 
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Research collaboration income  

• 95 million euro income from research collaboration 

• 1,263 new agreements (2010) 
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Intellectual property  

• 146 patent applications in 2010 
– 454 active patent families 

– 44 PCTs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 53 million euro license-income 

 

In numbers 2010 

Reported findings 180 

Priority submissions 146 

New patents 22 





Investment leverage  

Euro 



Some thoughts and considerations  
- KU Leuven is comprehensive university:  

- ‘sensitive’ developments everywhere (control theory, ICT, synthetic biology, psychology, …)  
- dual use issue everywhere (e.g. drones)  
- Notion of a ‘just war’ (rechtvaardige oorlog): ‘bellum iustum’ Thomas Of Aquino  

 
- Increasing internationalisation  

- Individuals (admission restrictions ? Monitoring ? )  
- Institutional: code-of-conduct w.r.t. human rights ?   

 
- Increasing deficits due to increasing impact/relevance of S&T  
 

-Democratic: what do decision makers ‘understand’   
-Legal: how are laws being made and applied about difficult S&T problems  
-Ethical: Assuming technologically that everything is possible, then the question is 
  not how, but what to do ?  
 Need for ethical committees:  
  - in biomedical sciences (dealing with patients)  
  - in fund raising (credentials of the donor ?)  
  - in science for defence ?   

 
- S & T for society: Technology transfer 

-Decree 1995  
-  ‘money driven contracts’, not ‘result driven’  



Some thoughts and considerations  

- DoD (Department of Defense) and DARPA (Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency) started  
 active scouting, and in the US also support fundamental research  
 

- IMA Conference on Maths in Defence (data analysis, modeling and estimation, operational  
 analysis, security, signal processing, statistical methods and machine learning)  
  
-Do we need active screening of such projects ?  
 
- For IWT funded projects  

-Dual use regulations apply  
 

- For EU funded projects:  
 - Screening happens w.r.t. ‘dual use’  
 - ‘Dual use’ is a continuum  
 - Guidelines on  … potential misuse of research in EU funded research …  
 - … misuse for criminal, terrorist or unethical military purposes  
 
-Sensitive and delicate discussions within an academic environment  
 

-Conclusion: need to develop a code-of-conduct   
 
 

 
 


